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patient readily allows his gross body to be chopped
off so that he may cure the agitations of the mind.
In another instance, when a religious or political
ideal has taken possession of one's intellect, the revo-
lutionary is ready to suffer any amount of physical
discomfort and even mental tortures in order to pre-
serve the convictions of his intellect: that is to say,
when he identifies himself with his intellect, in order
to satisfy the inner sheaths, he is ready to flout and
completely ignore the demands and claims of his
outer sheaths.
When once we have followed closely our argu-
ments so far, we can easily understand the state of
mind of the great Prophets and Masters, when they,
after discovering their Real Nature to be the Atman,
readily ignored and suffered all their sheaths to be
ripped open.
A Christ persecuted and put on the Cross could sin-
cerely pray to the Lord in all forgiveness and charity,
"Lord, forgive them, they know not what they do",
or, a Mahatma in our own times could crumble
down with bullets in his chest, singing "Ram, Ram"-
We read in history that during Alexander's vic-
torious march along the plains of India, he met a great
Master who cared not to pay his obeisances to the
temporal victor for which the saint was put in jail.
Next day, Alexander went to the cage and introducing
himself as the victorious emperor, commanded the
saint to seek of him any boon. The saint, it is
reported, looked up at the Monarch's face and, in
withering contempt, with a serenity born out of true